
QWASI HOSTS AUBURN UNIVERSITY 
HACKATHON FOR COVID-SAFE
TOUCH-FREE NFC TECHNOLOGY

QWASI WAS CHOSEN BY AUBURN FOR AN INVENTION COMPETITION 
FOCUSING ON COVID-SAFE QR NFC CONTACTLESS TECHNOLOGY IN 
COLLABORATION WITH RLG, NXP & AVERY DENNISON 

M O B I L E  F I R S T :  S M A R T  S P A C E  E X P E R I E N C E S

During COVID, companies and educational institutions alike, have
been challenged to innovate their business models to during the
pandemic.

CHALLENGE
Educating students in a virtual setting and 
challenging them to create innovative new 
COVID safe contactless technology.
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For the hackathon, Auburn students were given NFC chipped
products encoded to the QWASI cloud, that allowed students to
learn about the NFC technology, but then also upgrade their
chipped objects to showcase their team hacks and showcase the
new businesses the Auburn students developed.

SOLUTION
QWASI’s platform provided students with a 
collaborative learning environment and the 
ability to showcase their COVID creativity. 

Wis Kwon
Director of Auburn University 

Innovation in Retail And 
Consumer Experience (iRACE) 

Initiative

“The main purpose of starting the 
Auburn iRACE Hackathon was to 
really push the use of emerging 
technology and produce practical 
applications that can assist during 
COVID and beyond. We really love 
what we do.” 

CREATING SMART SPACES WITH COVID SAFE TOUCH FREE EXPERIENCES & VALUE DRIVEN CUSTOMER INSIGHTS



SMART SPACES |  CASE STUDY

Growth of the QR/NFC market has quadrupled during COVID. QWASI is
leading the way by offering a single platform to manage all active
products, signage, marketing and customer touchpoints, giving brands the
first 365-degree data insights view across all assets. This enables real -
time content personalization from the cloud with its smart CMS platform.

RESULTS
+50 students and professors have convened for the events
+1400 minutes of engaged time on NFC-related activities
+275 hacks completed
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QWASI is the software leader in Mobile Innovation, creating Smart
Spaces and building COVID-safe, touch-free experiences for leading
brands across Hospitality, Travel, Sports, Entertainment, Retail, CPG,
Healthcare, Pharma, Education, and the Government Sector.

ABOUT

$1.8
trillion-dollar global 
industry with NFC 
technology that elevates 
experiences at 
concerts, festivals, 
sporting events, etc. 

NFC FORUM

125
billion connected IoT 
devices worldwide are 
expected to populate the 
market in 2030 and reach 
every aspect of business 
and consumer life.

IHS MARKIT

45%
of the global population 
uses NFC technology with 
their smart phones 
everyday.

ABI RESEARCH
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